Additional information and photos from Expedition Member Peter Lechte on the incident
in the Salar de Uyuni, Bolivia as described by Barry Thorne in his dossier on this website
and in a 1974 Trailfinders magazine article
26 March 1974 – the Salar de Uyuni and at sunset

26 March 1974 – Camping on a salt island in the middle of the Salar de Uyuni and sleeping
in the truck

27 March 1974 – Breaking through the hard surface of the Salar de Uyuni as they neared a
little village called Colchani on the Bolivian side

Stay in Colchani for several days (and the locals' generosity to us) while the group tried to
rescue the truck
These photos show Peter Lechte and members of the group in front of a little school
building where the small kids are being ushered inside. The generous villagers allowed the
group to sleep in one of these buildings after they got back from their daily truck rescue
missions.

The village had no fresh water. Drinking water had to be delivered via wagons from a nearby
trainline, so to get the salt off at night the group could only have a couple of buckets of
water for the girls and blokes respectively.

Starting the truck with a rope as the electrics were completely buggered with salt

A final note from Peter Lechte:
I used to draw pictures of Mickey Mouse, Donald Duck and Pluto for each of the
children at night (and the amazing thing was that these little kids from this remote
Bolivian village knew these cartoon characters - maybe Walt Disney had popped down
there sometime!). Anyway, on the day we finally headed out of town after the truck
had been pulled out by the big Bolivian tank recovery truck, this little kid came running
after us yelling out "dibujante, dibujante,...". It turned out that he had missed out on
one of the cartoon drawings, so we stopped the truck and I did one for him. I found it
quite an emotional moment, after all the generosity and help the poor people from this
village had given us, and it is one of my lasting memories of our stay in Colchani.
Peter Lechte did overlands with Encounter Overland in South America and Africa. Before the
Africa overland he worked for a short time at the Wren Park workshop. In 1978 he trekked
from Lukla to near the Everest base camp. Later he did a rafting trip on the Trisuli River in
Nepal, and a Brief Encounter in Egypt. He also travelled from London to Kathmandu in 1970
with Swagman / Asian Greyhound and around India with Top Deck. He has also travelled
widely in Europe and North Africa.

